
Ethical Trading and Sustainability
helping the planet and people thrive.



At Bild Workwear we assess our manufacturers and individual products’ 
sustainable credentials. We curate a uniform to satisfy our clients brief  
using the most sustainable options available.



The traditional workwear industry 
operates in a linear take-make-
waste model which isn’t sustain-
able. Bild Workwear are moving to-
wards a circular approach, focusing 
on four key areas.

1. EFFICIENCY

On demand garment customisation

Bild Workwear reduce waste by 
undertaking garment decoration and 
customised on ready made ‘blank’ 
garments. Garments are customised 
for your brand only once the individu-
al wearer has had their order placed. 
This can be a minimum of one gar-
ment per order and ensures our pro-
duction workflow creates no waste.*

Measuring Service

Bild Workwear encourage more 
accurate ordering, and therefore less 
returns and waste by offering and on-
site and remote fitting service.

2. LONGEVITY

Durable, repairable materials

Workwear needs to be tough, so us-
ing high-quality, long-lasting materials 
like abrasion-resistant fabrics is cru-
cial. Additionally, designing garments 
with easy-to-repair features like rein-
forced stitching extends their lifespan. 
At Bild Workwear we consider longev-
ity in every garment we select for your 
brand and offer a repair and alteration 
service to increase the lifespan work-
wear in service.

Consumer education

Educating wearers on proper care and 
maintenance of workwear helps them 
last longer. Additionally, fostering a 
“mend and make do” mentality can 
further decrease waste. 

3. SUSTAINABILITY

Using recycled polyester, organic 
cotton, or other eco-friendly materials 
reduces reliance on virgin resources 
and keeps plastic waste out of land-
fills. Ideally, these materials are them-
selves recyclable, creating a closed-
loop system. Bild Workwear seek out 
garments that use these materials. 
We have produced the Bild Workwear 
Sustainable range of garments that 
covers all roles in the automotive 
retail and service sector. We continu-
ally monitor the market and add new 
products as they become available. 

4. RECYCLING

End of service workwear recycling

At Bild Workwear we encourage our 
clients to recycle garments at the end 
of their service to reduce waste going 
to landfill. We have partners across 
the UK who can securely recycle your 
uniform. Find out more: https://www.
bildworkwear.co.uk/workwear-recy-
cling 

While the workwear industry is 
transitioning towards circularity, 
these practices are important steps 
towards a more sustainable future.  
Bild Workwear actively seek out 
these approaches and adopt them 
as they develop, with our product 
manufacturers, supply chain and 
working practices.

Circular Workwear

Bild Workwear are actively transitioning towards circularity.

* Bespoke manufactured uniform ranges have to be produced in high 
volume in order to gain the economies required. As such, there is often 
leftover stock, especially of less popular sizes resulting in excess waste. 



Better Packaging

To optimise and minimise materials 
used, we aim to reduce the amount of 
waste from our packaging throughout 
our product range and distribution 
chain. We are excited to see where 
we can make our reductions. We have 
an ambitious target of reducing our 
plastic packaging by 70% and replac-
ing with more paper and plant based 
biodegradable packaging by 2030.

Wearer Measuring Service

Bild Workwear’s service reduces the 
need for Returns, and thus unnec-
essary production, as we offer our 
clients the opportunity for on-site, and 
remote measuring sessions to ensure 
garments fit the wearers prior to the 
final pieces being delivered. 

Thoughtful Distribution and Delivery

Our deliveries are made on a next 
day courier service by our partner 
APC Overnight who are committed to 
reducing environmental impact and  
promoting more sustainable practices.

If there are multiple jobs in progress 
for one destination, we batch them 
and deliver them in one consignment.

APC Overnight Sustainability Policy 
2024 https://apc-overnight.com/files/
uploads/Environmental_policy_2024.
pdf

Returns Policy to Reduce Waste

Our returns policy, is such that all  
garments returned are re-used for 
future orders. If any alterations or re-
pairs are required, we undertake these 
so the garments can be worn again. 

Less Impact Through  
Operational Effiencies 



Responsible Cotton

At Bild Workwear we are aware that 
the conventional method of growing 
cotton has a considerable impact on 
the environment.

There is more to Sustainable cotton 
than just ‘Organic’ - Bild Workwear 
seek to use products that contain 
cotton from a variety of responsible 
sources.

Where we can, we source garments 
with cotton that has been grown 
with more care for the environment, 
minimising the negative effects of fer-
tilisers and caring for water, soil health 
and natural habitats.

Our main garment suppliers are mem-
bers of Better Cotton™, and partner 
with Better Cotton™ to improve cot-
ton farming globally. 

They also support Fairtrade producers 
by purchasing their cotton. 

Where recycled cotton is used, it is 
certified to the Global Recycled Stan-
dard (GRS) and comes from pre and 
post-consumer waste. 

Organic Cotton

Organic cotton is considered more 
sustainable than conventional cotton 
for a few key reasons:

Reduced chemical use

Organic farming prohibits synthet-
ic pesticides and fertilizers. This 
protects soil health, reduces water 
pollution from runoff, and creates a 
safer environment for farmers and 
surrounding communities.

Water conservation

Organic cotton farming practices, 
like crop rotation and cover crops, 

improve soil health which allows it 
to retain water more effectively. This 
translates to significant water savings 
compared to conventional cotton, a 
notoriously thirsty crop.

Healthier soil

By avoiding harmful chemicals, or-
ganic farming encourages beneficial 
organisms in the soil, leading to in-
creased fertility and reduced erosion. 
This creates a healthier ecosystem for 
cotton plants and other crops.

Lower carbon footprint

Organic practices often involve less 
reliance on machinery and ener-
gy-intensive processes compared to 
conventional farming. Additionally, 
healthier soil can store more carbon 
dioxide, mitigating climate change.

It’s important to note that organic 
cotton isn’t a perfect solution. Organ-
ic farming practices can sometimes 
yield lower harvests, and transporta-
tion can still contribute to emissions. 
However, compared to conventional 
cotton, organic cotton offers a signifi-
cantly more sustainable option.

The organic cotton in products we 
source is certified to the Organic 
Content Standard (OCS).

Sustainable Materials: Cotton



Bild Workwear source garments that use recycled polyester 
where synthetic fibres are required to make products more 
durable and longer lasting.

Sustainable Materials: Recycled Polyester

Environmental benefits

Recycled polyester helps divert 
plastic waste from landfills and 
oceans. Plastic is a major pollutant, 
and recycling it reduces the need to 
extract new oil and gas to make more 
virgin polyester. Studies estimate that 
recycled polyester production uses up 
to 59% less energy and reduces CO2 
emissions by 32% compared to virgin 
polyester. Recycled polyester gives 
new life to plastic materials, like plas-
tic bottles, that would otherwise take 
hundreds of years to decompose.

Performance

Recycled polyester doesn’t sacrifice 
quality. It shares many of the same 
properties as virgin polyester, includ-
ing durability, wrinkle resistance, and 
moisture wicking, making it a good 
choice for activewear and outdoor 
clothing.

Less resource intensive production

Making recycled polyester uses sig-
nificantly less energy and resources 
compared to virgin polyester. This 
translates to lower CO2 emissions 
and reduced dependence on extract-
ing new fossil fuels like crude oil.

It’s important to note that recycled 
polyester isn’t a perfect solution.  
Fast fashion’s overuse of all textiles, 
including recycled polyester, can con-
tribute to other environmental prob-
lems.  However,  compared to virgin 
polyester, recycled polyester offers a 
more sustainable option for clothing 
and other products.

The recycled polyester and nylon 
used in our garments is certified to 
the Global Recycled Standard (GRS) 
and/or the Recycled Claim Standard 
(RCS).



Social Compliance

The people who make our garments 
work in factories that are audited 
to internationally recognised ethical 
standards which allows us to have 
transparency on our supply chain and 
ensure our standards are met and 
maintained.

We believe that all employees in our 
supply chain deserve respect and are 
entitled to fair and proper working 
conditions, with fair wages, balanced 
working hours, decent working condi-
tions and no discrimination.

We ensure our product suppliers 
are members of Sedex (SMETA) and 
Amfori BSCI.

We audit our product suppliers and 
select them based on whether their 
factories are certified to the WRAP 
(Worldwide Responsible Accredited 
Production) Standard. Learn more 
about WRAP Here: https://wrapcom-
pliance.org/en/

Product Safety

We care about the safety of our 
products for both our customers 
people who handle our product within 
our supply chain which is why our 
products are certified to Oeko-Tex 
Standard 100 where possible. Having 
Oeko-Tex Standard 100 ensures when 
our products are handled, they are 
safe on the skin.

We are working towards all products 
being certified to Oeko-Tex Stan-
dard 100. This guarantees the safety 
of textile products and accessories 
intended to come into contact with 
the skin. 

Read more here: https://www.oe-
ko-tex.com/en/our-standards/oe-
ko-tex-standard-100

Ethical Standards
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Our sustainable garments cover all Automotive roles. The range  
is continuously being extended as new products become available. 
Garments are produced using recycled polyester and/or organic cotton.
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Bild Workwear Ltd. 
Date of publication: June 2024

In order to make better and faster progress to more  
sustainable workwear, we encourage collaboration  
with our clients, suppliers, manufacturers and end users. 

If you would like to get in touch with us to dicsuss anything in this document, 
or there’s more you’d like to see us do, please contact us.

Tel: +44 (0)1206 384019

Email: info@bildworkwear.co.uk

Website: bildworkwear.co.uk 
  
Bild Workwear 
Browser Media Studios 
Stable Road 
Colchester 
Essex 
CO2 7GL 
United Kingdom 


